
Wildlife in the Modern World 
ESRM 150 – Fall 2017 
 

Instructor: 

Laura Prugh 

Office hours: M 11-12; Wink. 204 

lprugh@uw.edu 

T.A.:    

Kaija Klauder 

Office hours: T 10-11; Wink. 114 

kaijaklauder@gmail.com 

 

Lectures: TWTh 8:30-9:20, 389 Mary Gates Hall 

Discussion sections:  AA: M 10:30-11:20, Art 006 

   AB: W   9:30-10:20, Art 004 

   AC: W 10:30-11:20, Art 006 

   AD: W   3:30 - 4:20, Art 006 

   AE: Th   9:30-10:20, Art 004 (First year interest groups only) 

   AF: Th 12:30 - 1:20, Art 317 

Web: Canvas 

Textbook: None required 

Course Description  

The influence of humans increasingly shapes the natural landscapes and systems of this planet, 

leading to concerns and sometimes conflict involving wildlife. This course is intended to provide 

an introduction to wildlife biology and conservation by investigating the suite of pressures 

influencing species survival. We assume that you do not have a background in college-level 

biology and that you are not in a natural resource or biology program. A strong interest in 

learning how and why humans affect wildlife is essential to succeeding in this course.  

Course Goals  

Wildlife in the Modern World is intended to provide students who might not otherwise study 

wildlife in an academic setting with a framework for understanding wildlife-related topics they 

will encounter in the media throughout life. Students are encouraged to critically assess basic 

needs and pressures of a wide variety of wildlife.  

Expected Learning Outcomes 

Students who leave ESRM 150 in good standing will be able to research a wildlife species of 

interest, synthesize available information, and effectively communicate the species’ past, present, 

and potential interactions with humans and the natural world. Successful students will also be 

able to discuss basic topics of wildlife ecology, management, and conservation with peers. 
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Course Schedule (note: topics may change) 
 

Week Date Topic 

1 Sept 27 Course Intro 

 Sept 28 Intro to Wildlife 

2 Oct 3 Population ecology 

 Oct 4 Community ecology 

 Oct 5 Studying wildlife 1 

3 Oct 10 Studying wildlife 2 

 Oct 11 Case study: Carrizo Plain Ecosystem Project 

 Oct 12 Habitat loss and fragmentation  

4 Oct 17 Panthers! (guest lecture: Madelon van de Kerk)  

 Oct 18 Land sparing vs. sharing  

 Oct 19 Reserve design 

5 Oct 24 Sharks! (Guest lecture: Aaron Wirsing) 

 Oct 25 Harvest 1 

 Oct 26 Harvest 2 (first 2 species of the day accounts due) 

6 Oct 31 Bats! (guest lecture: Rochelle Kelly) 

 Nov 1 Review  

 Nov 2 EXAM 1 

7 Nov 7 Climate change 

 Nov 8 Case study: outdoor cats 

 Nov 9 Ecosystem health 1 

8 Nov 14 Ecosystem health 2 

 Nov 15 Marine Protected Areas (guest lecture: Jeff Smith) 

 Nov 16 Recreation (Paper due) 

9 Nov 21 Human-wildlife conflict 

 Nov 22 Urban wildlife 

 Nov 23 Thanksgiving (no class) 

10 Nov 28 Wildlife restoration 

 Nov 29 Invasive species (guest lecture: Peter Mahoney) 

 Nov 30 Pollution (last 2 species of the day accounts due) 

11 Dec 5 Wildlife professions 

 Dec 6 Review 

 Dec 7 EXAM 2 

 

Poll Everywhere 

Poll Everywhere software will be used during lectures to ask engage students and deliver a short 

quiz at the end of each lecture. The quizzes provide helpful daily feedback to students and the 

professor about comprehension of lecture material. Poll Everywhere is a free application that will 

connect to Canvas through your mobile device.  Be sure to download the app onto your 

mobile device BEFORE the first lecture and test it, or else you will not receive credit for 

the quiz! See here for more information: https://www.polleverywhere.com/ 
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Exams  

There will be two exams and no final exam. Exams will be non-cumulative. The format of the 

exams will be a combination of multiple choice and true/false questions. Exams will be held 

during the regular lecture period in MGH 389.  

Species of the day  

Each lecture will begin by featuring a species. Your “species of the day” assignment consists of 

researching at least four of these species and writing a paragraph about them.  You will submit 

your assignments by uploading a word or pdf file to the Canvas assignments page. Only files 

including at least one source for your researched material will be graded. You must write in 

your own words (don’t copy and paste, or quote directly). At least two species of the days are 

due by Oct 26 at 5pm. The last two are due by Nov 30 at 5pm. 

Discussion Sections / 5-minute essays  

In weekly discussion sections, you will have the opportunity to interact with other students while 

delving deeper into a variety of wildlife topics. Discussion section material will not be tested on 

exams. However, you will receive points based on your discussion section preparation and 

participation.  

 

Instructions for each discussion section will be posted prior to each week’s sessions on the 

course website. Check the course website and follow these instructions to prepare before 

coming to your discussion section. To get maximum points for participation in the discussion 

sections, you will need to submit a “5-minute essay” at the end of each discussion section. Each 

essay, written on a note card, should demonstrate your preparation and engagement in the day’s 

discussion. Topics for the 5-minute essays will be presented during each discussion section and 

notecards will be provided. Essays demonstrating preparation for the day’s activity and 

thoughtful participation will get full credit. Points may be deducted for lack of preparation, lack 

of participation in the day’s activity, texting, online shopping, use of social media in class, not 

answering the question being asked (5-minute essay), or illegible or incoherent responses.  

Discussion sections will NOT be used for exam review.  

Lecture / 5-minute essays  

You will be asked to write a 5-minute essay at the end of two lectures during the quarter. Essay 

topics and notecards will be given in class (similar to the discussion section format). Each essay 

will be worth a maximum of 10 points. You will do this twice for a total of 20 points. Essays 

demonstrating that you were engaged in the day’s lecture will get full credit. Points may be 

deducted for texting, use of social media during class, not answering the question being asked, or 

illegible or incoherent responses.  

Three page paper 

You will be turning in one 3-page, double-spaced paper (due Nov 16). This paper is an essay on 

a current, controversial topic in wildlife management. You should have a brief introduction 

describing the topic, followed by three sections. The first section should describe the arguments 

that have been made for the proposed management policy, the second section should describe 

arguments against the proposed management strategy, and the third section should summarize 

your opinion. You need at least three citations for the paper. Try to use the primary literature 

(scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals and books), and avoid using material from websites 

unless they come from NGO’s, government agencies, or other reputable sources. The internet 



being as it is, people can pretty much write whatever they want so choose your sources carefully. 

I will mention some possible topics in lecture and you are expected to get your topic approved by 

either myself or the reader-grader by week 4 so we can make sure you choose a manageable 

topic. Choose something that inspires you or you can relate to if possible as it will make the 

project easier, you will get more out of it, and the section where you state your opinion will be a 

lot easier. We can talk more about this in lecture as well. These will be graded based partially on 

grammar and your citations but if you put in at least good effort you will receive most of the 

points. 

Late Policy  

Late work will not be accepted without prior approval.  

Course Grading 

There are a total of 580 points available for this course. Grades in this course will be broken into 

the following categories:  

Exams:    300 points (150 points each x 2)  

Species of the day:     40 points (10 points each x 4)  

Discussion participation:  120 points (15 points each x 8)  

In-class "5-minute essays":    20 points (10 points each x 2) 

Three-page paper:     80 points (80 points x 1) 

Daily lecture quizzes:     20 points (1 point each x 20)  

Total: 580 points  

 

Translating point scores into grade points  
Grades will be converted from a percentage of total points earned in the class to a 4.0 scale as 

follows: 

 

 
 

Note: 55% -> 0.7 = the lowest passing grade  

54% or lower = academic failure (no credit earned)  

For more information on UW Grading system, you can visit: 

http://www.washington.edu/students/gencat/front/Grading_Sys.html 

 

% Grade  %  Grade  %  Grade  

96-100  4.0  76  2.8  64  1.6  

94-95.9  3.9  75  2.7  63  1.5  

92-93.9  3.8  74  2.6  62  1.4  

90-91.9  3.7  73  2.5  61  1.3  

88-89.9  3.6  72  2.4  60  1.2  

86-87.9  3.5  71  2.3  59  1.1  

84-85.9  3.4  70  2.2  58  1.0  

82-83.9  3.3  69  2.1  57  0.9  

80-81.9  3.2  68  2.0  56  0.8  

79  3.1  67  1.9  55  0.7  

78  3.0  66  1.8  54  0.0  

77  2.9  65 1.7 

http://www.washington.edu/students/gencat/front/Grading_Sys.html


 

Academic Integrity 

Plagiarism, cheating, and other misconduct are serious violations of your contract as a student. 

We expect that you will know and follow the University's policies on cheating and plagiarism. 

Any suspected cases of academic misconduct will be handled according to University 

regulations. More information, including definitions and examples, can be found at: 

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/pdf/AcademicResponsibility.pdf 

Disability Accommodations 

To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability Resources for 

Students, 011 Mary Gates, (206)543-8924 (V/TTY), http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/. If you 

require academic accommodations, please coordinate with DRS and/or present your letter from 

DRS to the instructor so we can discuss the accommodations needed for this class. 

http://depts.washington.edu/grading/pdf/AcademicResponsibility.pdf

